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THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON WHAT WE DO IN THE PRESENT.
MAHATMA GANDHI

Diana Discusses...
Powers of Attorney

Power of Attorney (POA) is a legal document delegating authority.

Powers of Attorney can be limited or broad. A limited POA can be executed to grant the authority to sell a
car or a home or some other specific act. A general POA can be executed to grant Broad authority to act in
most aspects of one’s financial matters. A Medical or Healthcare POA typically grants authority to act in all
aspects of medical and healthcare.

The “Durable” power of attorney indicates that the authority granted in the document survives the incapacity
of the principal. This means that if the person granting authority becomes incapacitated, the document is
still valid, and the agent retains the ability to act on behalf of the principal. If the power of attorney is “non-
durable”, the authority ends when the principal becomes incapacitated.

In Florida the POA is a “fiduciary” under the law. A fiduciary relationship is one of trust. If the agent violates
this trust, the law may punish the agent both civilly and criminally.

A valid durable POA executed before the principal became incapacitated avoids guardianship proceedings.

POAs created in other states are subject to Florida’s Power of Attorney Act and other state laws. POA created
by preprinted forms typically fail to provide the protection or authority desired.

Authority granted in a POA ends when the principal dies or when the authority is otherwise terminated by
the terms of the document or an order of the court. Authority ends with revocation by principal and
resignation by agent.

REVOCATION

The Power of Attorney can be revoked at any time by the principal. The revocation must be in writing and is
required to be executed with the same formalities as the original power of attorney document and the agent
must receive notice. 709.2110 Florida Statutes.

RESIGNATION

A person named as Power of Attorney may resign at any time. The Resignation must be in writing and Notice
must be given to the principal. 709.2118 Florida Statutes.
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PAR 5

An old man and a 20-year-old are paired together at a golf tournament.
They’re playing a long par 5 that dog legs around some tall trees. As the 20-year-
old sets up his tee shot to hit onto the fairway the old man notes “when | was
your age we used to hit over the trees - not around to the side.” So, the 20-year-
old readjusts and tries to hit over the trees - but can’t clear them and loses his
ball. He tries again and loses that one too... Then the old man says “of course,

when | was your age, the trees were only 6 feet tall.”

Do you or someone you care about need an
Attorney for SSDI or Personal Injury?
Mangsen Law works with several Pinellas County attorneys
who practice in both Social Security Disability and Personal Injury.

Give us a call, we’d love to refer you.

The Academy of
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys FLORIDA ELDER
THE FLORIDA BAR
LAW ATTORNEYS ELDER LAW SECTION
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CONTACT INFO & ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contact us at www.mangsenlaw.com or call 727-888-6282

This Newsletter contains general information about legal matters. The information is not advice
and should not be treated as such. You must not rely on the information in this Newsletter as an

alternative to legal advice from an attorney. If you have any specific questions about any legal
matter, you should consult an attorney.

Diana is available to give talks and seminars to community
groups on any areas of law in which she practices!!
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